
AUTISM 
SYMPOSIUM
2022

Featuring a panel discussion and cutting-edge workshops by 

leading experts in the field of Autism, and collaboration with 

like-minded colleagues.
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BRINGING AWARENESS 
& TRAINING TO THOSE 
TREATING INDIVIDUALS 
ON THE SPECTRUM

The Autism Symposium was created in order to 

bring more awareness to the increasing need 

for services for those with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD), and to facilitate conversations 

on the most pertinent topics regarding these 

students and their families. 
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WELCOME!

ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM

We have been purposeful in putting together an event where professionals can come together to learn from 
each other and to better understand the best practices when dealing with Autism. We anticipate engaging 
discussions and learning more about how to best serve clients and families with Autism Spectrum Disorder.

We will begin our two days together with a reception and dinner in order to facilitate communication and 
connection. The next day will be spent in collaborative workshops facilitated by professionals that work with 
Level 1 ASD. These sessions will contain practical application of best practices and theoretical discussions of 
what these practices are. The final day of the symposium will be an all day extensive training with our keynote 
speaker, Jed Baker, Ph. D., Director of the Social Skills Training Project.

Jed Baker, Ph.D. is the director of the Social Skills Training Project, an organization serving individuals with autism 
and social communication problems. He is on the professional advisory board of Autism Today, ANSWER, YAI, the 
Kelberman Center and several other autism organizations. He writes, lectures, and provides training internationally 
on the topic of social skills training and managing challenging behaviors. He is an award winning author of 8 books, 
including Social Skills Training for Children and Adolescents with Aspergers Syndrome and Social Communication 
Problems; Preparing for Life: The Complete Handbook for the Transition to Adulthood for Those with Autism and 
Aspergers Syndrome; The Social Skills Picture Book; No More Meltdowns: Positive Strategies for Managing and 
Preventing Out-of-Control Behavior; and more. His work has also been featured on ABC World News, Nightline, the 
CBS Early Show, and the Discovery Health Channel.

JED BAKER
PH. D.

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER
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DIAMOND

PLATINUM

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

J. Flowers Health Institute provides comprehensive diagnostic 

evaluations and holistic treatment to executives, high-profile 

individuals, young adults, adolescents, and those with complex 

conditions.

jflowershealth.com

Heritage Spark Academy transforms bright, but somewhat anxious and 

seemingly introverted students into confident young adults. They are 

an industry-leading ADHD and Autism school that specializes in treating 

teenagers with social and learning disabilities.

spark.heritagertc.org
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GOLD

SILVER

L O G A N  R I V E R  a c a d e m y
A BRIGHTER PATH
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WE ARE NOT CONTENT WITH 
THE STATUS QUO.

OUR PASSION IS IMPROVING 
EVERY FACET OF

NEURODIVERSE TREATMENT.
PERIOD.

Check it out. 
More than just a 
vision statement.

instagram.com/sparkheritage



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Heritage8:00-9:00 AM Networking Breakfast

Heritage9:00-9:45 AM Welcome Introduction

MONDAY
APRIL 25TH

Collaborative Workshops 9:45-11:00 AM

HeritageCRITICAL CLINICAL COMPONENTS FOR EFFECTIVE SKILL DEVELOPMENT: HOW TO
STOP DOING THE SAME TYPE OF THERAPY THAT LED THEM TO SEEK MORE INTENSIVE CARE
George Ballew LCSW, Neil Wallace, MBA

It has been recognized for several years as a best practice to focus on skill development rather than 
traditional insight oriented therapy when working with neurodivergent adolescents. However, it can be 
an extremely difficult process to do well and providers will often default to their neurotypical methods, 
especially under challenging circumstances. This presentation focuses on the critical clinical components 
necessary for effective skill development and will provide attendees with clear, practical, and applicable 
actions that they can implement in their practice.

9:
45

-1
1:

 A
M

THE IMPLICATIONS OF SOME RECENT NEUROBIOLOGICAL FINDINGS FOR THE 
UNDERSTANDING AND BEHAVIORAL TREATMENT OF ASD
Dr. Robert Babcock, PhD

This talk will attempt to provide an integrated perspective on how recent fMRI studies in autism (ASD) 
suggest that early overgrowth in the amygdala results in significantly impaired social development related 
to disorders of connectivity in key regions of the central nervous system (CNS). Findings will be described 
which may help practitioners select among empirically validated interventions available to help clients 
with ASD develop better self-management skills and cope with comorbid conditions often seen with 
ASD.  The importance of approaching the problems adolescents and adults with ASD experience from 
a trauma-informed perspective will be related to some specific aspects of ASD, and the potential for the 
effective use of several mindfulness and ACT strategies will be discussed.

Laurel HJ

9:
45

-1
1:

 A
M

//  11:00-11:15 AM - Break  \\

9:
45

-1
1:

 A
M

DATA INFORMED DECISIONS WITH ASD STUDENTS:
THE NEUROSCIENCE BEHIND THE NUMBERS 
Sean Haggarty, MSW, Lisa Cheyette, PhD, LPC, REAT 

This presentation will discuss how to use psychological assessments and behavioral descriptions to gain a 
more complete understanding of prospective students. It will also highlight the importance of continuing 
to use the assessments in developing and informing treatment planning.

Laurel FG



Collaborative Workshops II11:15-12:15 PM

HeritageSAME, SAME, BUT DIFFERENT: INCOMING INDICATORS & OUTCOMES EXPECTATIONS
AT VARIOUS LEVELS OF CARE - A MODERATED PANEL DISCUSSION

Jake Weld, M.Ed., Jillian Allen, MHSA, Joe Fuller, LCSW, Jan Coplan, Brandon Moffit, LCMHC

Adaptive Life Skills, Executive Functioning, Pro-Social Development, Emotional and Behavioral Regulation, 
& Goal-Oriented Behaviors are often the stated areas of focus for almost all levels of care for students 
and young adults on or around the autism spectrum.  And yet, if we are all focused on these same 
developmental goals, why do we all exist in differentiated spaces?  Where is the overlap, and what are 
the markers that indicate the need for one level of care vs. another?  This panel discussion will provide 
a deep-dive conversation into how those same terms are applied and viewed in different levels of care, 
from wilderness therapy to adolescent residential treatment to transitional living support to wrap-around 
college support programming to independence at college and those entering the workforce.  The panel 
will discuss how each of these elements typically present at the point of enrollment in their stage on the 
continuum of care, as well as discuss the intended outcomes their stage in the developmental process 
can hope to achieve with clients, students, and emerging young adults - and their families.  Participants 
will gain a deeper understanding of the markers which may indicate a need for one level of care vs. 
another, as well as gain insight into how to conceptualize, differentiate, and articulate the inherent 
overlap, as well as critical differentiators, each step and stage represents. 

11
:1

5-
12

:1
5 

PM

AUTISM, GENDER AND SEXUALITY

Dr. Brandon Park, PhD, Marissa Davis  

Within Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) the sense of identity in relation to family of origin, cultural 
atunness, sexuality, gender, and sense of self is often found in both research, literature, and clinical 
examples to be more diffuse, malleable, and less defined. As such, understanding one’s identity within 
ASD is a substantial part of their clinical journey. Specifically within ASD the rate of gender and sexual 
identity related issues are between 3 to 8 times higher than the average population across various 
research articles. Understanding and supporting this diversity in relation to new research and case 
studies will be presented for learning and dialogue in this interactive presentation.

Laurel HJ

11
:1

5-
12

:1
5 

PM

FINDING SATISFACTORY TREATMENT FOR STUDENTS WITH ASD LEVEL 1

Dr. Mark Burdick, Ph.D., ASFB 

Families around the globe experience frustration in locating solutions to their individual issues of satisfactory 
treatment for ASD 1 students. They scour the North American and UK/European markets for programs 
and schools to meet the youth’s special needs. From a practical and well seasoned consultancy stance, 
Dr BURDICK speaks with transparency of these placement challenges — both the successes and failures 
in meeting the expectations of international families from assessment to enrollment of ASD 1 students. 
Participants will learn the pitfalls to avoid if they engage with such international families to promote better  
outcomes.

Laurel FG

11
:1

5-
12

:1
5 

PM

//  12:30-1:45 PM - Lunch  \\

Collaborative Workshops III2:00-3:15 PM



HeritageWHAT PROBLEM ARE WE SOLVING? UNPACKING SOCIAL PROBLEM SOLVING
AND STRESS MANAGEMENT

Michelle Garcia Winner, MA, CCC-SLP, Pamela Crooke

Social interactions are complicated whether students are working with peers on a team, participating in a 
classroom or spending times with friends or family. While it’s obvious that students need to learn to self-
advocate and problem solve, it’s easier said than done. During this webinar we’ll explore a problem solving 
treatment framework which can be used in the classroom to break down how to learn these concepts in 
order to build up social competencies. The step by step analysis begins by figuring out the actual problem 
according to different points of view, examins how not doing anything at all towards solving the problem 
increases the size of the problem and it wraps up with self-reflection on how to manage one’s anxiety 
through this multistep process. This framework and information can be used with all aging humans, whether 
they are tweens, teens or mature adults. 

2:
00

-3
:1

5 
PM

HeritageNAVIGATING THE MANY CHALLENGING PARADOXES IN TREATING
A NEURODIVERSE POPULATION

Greg Burnham, MS, LMFT, Brandon Moffit, LCMHC

We we will be exploring how to effectively work within many different paradoxes. The initial one that came 
up in our discussions was the fact that our students are coming with either their own desire or parents 
desire to change.  And that flies in the face of some of the most amazing work we do in treatment to help 
people to accept themselves and embrace their unique place in the world. Another paradox is that growth 
should have some measurable goals and expectations and it is also completely non linear and complex.  
One more example of a paradox we will be covering is we want things to be contained and keep it safe and 
if we allow for messy it can get unsafe. We will be discussing how to establish paradox thinking in our day 
to day living with students, staff and parents so that it is easier to navigate challenges.  And many other 
aspects of this challenging paradox called life!

3:
30

-4
:4

5 
PM

Laurel HJSUPPORTING THOUGHTFUL TRANSITIONS FROM PROGRAM TO PROGRAM

Caitlin Galt, LCMHC, Mia Henderson, LMFT, Laurel Phillips, LCSW

We will discuss methods and techniques to support clients who are neuro-divergent and the family system 
through a transition from program to program. Through this discussion, we will explore the phases of 
change through preparation, adjustment, and development. Additionally, we will evaluate collaborative 
efforts from program to program to provide continuity of care. 

3:
30

-4
:4

5 
PM

Laurel FGSO, YOU’VE BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM AS AN ADULT… NOW WHAT?

Jason Grygla, LCMHC, MA, Cam Sherman

Numbers of later diagnoses of autism are rising at ages where opportunity to benefit from services has 
already passed. Join us for a checklist of strategies to maximize success and minimize roadblocks for a “later 
diagnosed” neurodivergent adult. Having more information to guide us in life is always a good idea, and so it 
goes with having a valid in depth evaluation, complete with diagnosis. Most adults who are diagnosed later 
are relieved, grateful and in need of understanding for why life has been so hard. It helps put their past, 
present and future into focus and with a new lens through which to see themselves.

3:
30

-4
:4

5 
PM

//  3:15-3:30 PM - Break  \\



// 5:00-6:00 PM - Break  \\

Skyline Room6:00-9:00PM Dinner

Heritage9 AM - 5 PM Keynote Training with Jed Baker, PhD

TUESDAY
APRIL 65TH

MANAGING OVERWHELMING EMOTIONS AND TEACHING KEY LIFE SKILS

Jed Baker, PhD

Individuals with social-behavioral challenges and/or ASD often present with difficulty regulating their feelings 
and interacting socially. This workshop describes how to handle meltdowns and design effective behavior 
plans to prevent these moments and reduce frustration and anxiety. The second part of the presentation 
details strategies to motivate individuals to learn, ways to teach social skills, how to generalize skills into the 
natural setting and increase acceptance and tolerance from peers. Information will be imparted though lecture, 
interactive exercises, and video clips.

9 
AM

 - 
 P

M







OUR PRESENTERS

Bob is a Doctoral-level Board Certified Behavior Analyst and Licensed Psychologist with a specialization in 

applied behavior analysis and developmental disabilities. He currently provides school consultation and 

behavioral consultation analysis services to individuals and their families through RA Babcock and Associates, 

LLC. Bob is an adjunct faculty member in the Psychiatry Department at Emory University, where he provides 

supervision to staff offering behavior analysis services at the Emory Autism Center. He also frequently 

conducts independent educational evaluations in schools and appears fo students and parents as an expert 

witness about the quality of behavior analysis services in IDEA dues prrocess hearings.

DR. ROBERT BABCOCK, PH.D

As the Spark Academy Clinical Director, George is a member of a team who dedicates themselves to improving 

every facet of neurodiverse treatment. His innovations have changed and evolved Spark treatment into the 

effective provider it is today. George started at Heritage in 2006 as a weekend staff as a part-time job in 

college. After receiving his Master’s of Social Work and becoming a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, George got 

a chance to return to Heritage in 2014. George understands the challenges families with neurodiverse children 

face as he is himself the father of 3 wonderful neurodiverse boys. His passion is offering a clinical program he 

would want for his own children. 

GEORGE BALLEW, LCSW

Sean has been the Admissions Director for Daniels Academy since 2012 and has served youth and families 

through residential treatment since 1998. He graduated ith his Masters in Social Worrk from Utah State 

University and is a certified Family Life Coach. Sean currently lives in Midway, Utah, with his three children. 

Outside of ork and raising his family, Sean spends his extra time working out, playing softball, and restoring 

cars with his children citing that restoring cars is one of the best ways to restore himself.

SEAN HAGGARTY, MSW

Neil Wallace has been specializing in ASD treatment at the residential treatment level of care for the past 

nine years. He is passionate about program development and enhancing the client treatment experience. 

He enjoys working closely with the students and finding avenues to individualize care. Neil has developed 

two residential skill building programs for ASD, and four international experiential interventions for ASD 

adolescents. He enjoys adventuring with his wife Heather and daughter Florence. 

NEIL WALLACE, MBA/HSA

AUTISM
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Jill Allen serves as the CEO of Brightstone Transitions. She is currently working to obtain her Master’s degree 

in Human Service Administration from Bellevue University. She began her career working in therapeutic 

boarding schools, where she found a passion for working with those diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder. Jill has also provided in-home supports to clients and families as a Case Manager and Supervisor 

with Boys Town of South Florida. Jill’s passion is showing both families and staff that if they look towards what 

is being communicated then they can find how to both decrease poblem behavior and, more impotantly, help 

the client. She feels that with strong relationship building, clients feel safe to seek the help they need and will 

be more likely to accept feedback.

JILLIAN ALLEN, MHSA

Joe’s experience and approach stems from working with Wilderness Therapy, Young Adult Transitional 

Programming, Restorative Practices, and Community Mental Health. He’s worked with teens and young adults 

living with or moving through a variety of challenges including depression, anxiety, learning differences, 

addiction, relationship challenges, and life transitions. Joe received his Master’s in Social Work from the 

University of Vermont. He believes in co-creating a healthy therapeutic relationship in order to hold a non-

judgmental space where a person can navigate strengths, needs, direction, goals, and relationships. He values 

working with and alongside a person in order to create change, empowerment, growth, and self-exploration.

JOE FULLER, LCSW

Dr. Lisa Cheyette has practiced as a licensed psychologist in the Atlanta area since 1995, working with 

children, teens and adults. In 2015 she opened a second office in Asheville, North Carolina. Dr. Cheyette 

serves families, both locally and nationally, as an educational and therapeutic consultant.

A recognized specialist in autism spectrum disorders, anxiety disorders, depression and other complex 

psychological issues, Dr. Cheyette uses her skills in diagnosis, assessment and treatment in her consulting 

work. Combining individual attention with first hand knowledge of programs and schools, she strives to 

become the family’s advocate before, during, and after placement.

LISA CHEYETTE, PHD

Jake has over twenty years of experience in various educational organizations, including traditional, LD, 

and therapeutic schools, adolescent and young adult programs, and conventional and residential settings. 

Focused on helping families evolve and empowering students to take increasingly active roles in their own 

experience, Jake believes in supporting students so that they can achieve their maximum potential.  Jake 

holds a masters degree in education, and has served as the executive director of a therapeutic program, 

the assistant headmaster of a specialized LD boarding school, and as the academic and program director of 

various schools and programs.

JAKE WELD, M.ED.

Autism
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Brandon Moffitt has over 10 years of experience as a therapist with adolescents and their families in residential 

settings and wilderness therapy. During his tenure in wilderness, he developed and ran a very successful 

program providing treatment for boys with high functioning autism, learning deficits, and social difficulty.

Prior to becoming a therapist, Brandon spent time as a math and science teacher in the public schools and 

a guide on adventure trips for adolescents. He loves being a dad, backpacking, fly fishing, woodworking, and 

cooking. He is excited to bring engaging college preparatory education and intentional and integrated therapy 

to clients and their families. 

BRANDON MOFFITT, MA, LPC

Brandon obtained Masters and Doctoral degrees from UNLV. During his studies, his mind was drawn to the 

significance of the brain and cognitive processes, leading to studying neuropsychology for his Doctoral degree. 

Brandon has worked with a wide array of clients suffering from traumatic brain damage, severe mental illness, 

fetal alcohol exposure, congenital/developmental disorders, anoxia, and stroke. Through this process, he learned 

about the power of cognitive rehabilitation, and dynamic field of looking at how we can improve brain function 

and went on to create a cognitive training program for 1200 patients at a state hospital. As a neuropsychologist, 

Brandon is passionate about the importance of using asssessment to make changes in the lives of the people he 

works with.

DR. BRANDON PARK, PHD

Marisa has learned valuable lessons as a previous student of a treatment program. Her personal journey through 

treatment and the ensuing experiences and growth have shaped who she is today. When the opportunity arose 

she was excited to become the Admissions Director for New Focus Academy. Her enthusiasm, compassion, and 

love for the work is something she shares with her team, the students, and especially the parents and professionals 

working with her at New Focus Academy.

MARISSA DAVIS

Jan is the Director of Career Connections at Landmark College and is passionately committed to creating 

greater awareness of the advantages individuals with learning differences bring to the workplace. She has 

participated in Microsoft’s Autism at Work Summits in Redmond, Washington and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

and was interviewed by Vermont Public Radio about the support individuals with autism need to enter 

the workforce. Her presentations focus on helping colleges build career readiness programs to address 

the specific needs of students with learning differences. More recently she has turned her focus towards 

educating employers on the benefits of neurodiversity, and best practices in managing a neurodiverse 

workforce. 

JAN COPLAN

AUTISM
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Pam is the Chief Strategy Officer of the Social Thinking Training & Speakers Collaborative. Prior to joining 

Social Thinking, she coordinated the Autism interdisciplinary clinical services at the Tucson Alliance for Autism, 

served as a clinical and academic faculty member of three universities, and worked in Arizona public schools 

for 15 years. Pam is a prolific speaker both in North America and abroad, giving workshops, presentations, 

and training staff on Social Thinking methodology.

PAMELA CROOKE, PH.D, CCC-SLP

Michelle specializes in the treatment of individuals with social learning challenges and is the founder and 

CEO of Social Thinking, a company dedicated to helping individuals from four through adulthood develop 

their social competencies to meet their personal social goals. Michelle coined the term «Social Thinking» in 

the mid1990-s and since that time has created numerous unique treatment frameworks and curricula that 

help educatorss, clinicians, prrofessionals of all types, and parents/family members appreciate that social 

capabilities are integral to a person›s success in life, socially, academically, and professionally. She is a prolific 

writer and has written or co-authored more than 40 books and over 100 articiles about the Social Thinking 

Methodology.

MICHELLE GARCIA WINNER, MA, CCC-SLP

Dr Burdick is an internationally licensed and trained psychologist in the area of developmental delays including 

autism. In working with a global families, he has experienced the expectations and difficulties in placing 

international students within US programs. He has assessed an placed hundreds of students from around the 

globe in the US and Canadian market.

DR. MARK BURDICK, PH.D., ASFB

Autism
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INDEPENDENCE THROUGH APPLICATION
COMMUNITY INTEGRATION MODEL

Built within the community of Gainesville, GA, 
Brightstone Transitions provides a framework 
for neuro-diverse young adults, ages 18-26, to 
redefine their lives in real-time by providing 

quality mentoring and coaching in the moment.

Our clients, typically with a diagnosis of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, start by mastering ADL skills 
and strengthening executive functioning in our 
“mentor houses," learning and growing with the 

support of our staff and community.

Our clients will seek out employment or higher 
education at our independent living “Launchpad,” 

where staff help them focus on specialized skills to 
transition into post-program life.



Laurel Phillips serves as the Assistant Program Director for Brightstone Transitions. Laurel received her Bachelor’s 

and Master’s degree in Social Work at Southeastern University located in Lakeland, FL. During her studies, Laurel 

volunteered her time working at a non-for-profit organization serving foster families, and continues to serve 

annually at an adolescent Grief Support camp. Laurel’s passion is to serve her community. She actively works 

to listen to her clients to understand their strengths and works alongside them to build systems that provide 

individualized treatment to reach their goals.When not in the office, you will find Laurel walking her dog or on the 

hiking trails with her husband. As a Florida native, sunshine is Laurel’s happy place!

LAUREL PHILLIPS, LCSW

Mia serves as the Case Manager for the Women’s House of Brightstone Transitions. She obtained her Master’s 

degree from University of Phoenix in Administration of Justice and Security. Mia began her career working in 

North Carolina as a Juvenile Counselor. She then began to work more closely with clients with mental health 

and substance use problems in Georgia and South Carolina. Mia has extensive experience working in the Mental 

Health and Substance use field, working as a substance use counselor in the women’s prison, outpatient services 

and inpatient residential services for women. Over the past 8 years Mia worked in MST (Multi-systemic) Services. 

Helping others has always been a passion for Mia. She works in this field not only because it’s her passion, but 

because it is a gift to help others.

MIA HENDERSON, LMFT

Greg Burnham, LMFT is a licensed marriage and family therapist with 20 years of experience working in residential, 

wilderness and community mental health settings. Ten of those years were in management positions suupervising 

and training therapists. Greg hass spent most of his career working with adolesscents and their families. 

He is passionate about growth and change in our industry. His primary passion and expertise is working with 

neurodiverse populations.

GREG BURNHAM, MS, LMFT

Caitlin has been working with students and families in the field for over 10 years.  Caitlin’s clinical emphasis 

is in Autism Spectrum Disorders and encompasses Cognitive, Collaborative Problem Solving and Mind/Body 

Practice therapies. Caitlin received her BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago focusing on Art 

Therapy, Sculpture, and Painting. In 2008, she merged her passion for art and appetite for the outdoors 

by earning her graduate degree in Transpersonal Counseling Psychology, with an emphasis in Wilderness 

Therapy from Naropa University in Colorado. Not only is Caitlin passionate about helping families heal 

through the adventure and wilderness experience, she herself is an outdoor enthusiast as well as a devoted 

mother to her adorable young daughter, Elsa.

CAITLIN GALT, LCMHC

Autism
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At Vantage Point, we offer an intentionally focused method of treatment and programming developed spe-
cifically for students with the behavioral, cognitive, and relationship challenges that often present with 
learning disabilities and autism level one. We provide a comprehensive opportunity for assessment, and 
treatment is grounded in a research-based model which exemplifies healthy relationships, increases 
self-esteem, and fosters a sense of autonomy through skill enhancement.

Admissions: (801) 349-2740 | info@aspiroadventure.com | vantagepointaspiro.com 

• Adolescent males and females, ages 13-17
• Young adult males and females, ages 18-28

• Open enrollment 365 days a year.
• Average length of stay: 9-10 weeks.

“We obviously had no idea what to expect when our son went off to wilderness. I 
was so impressed by the dedication of everyone on the team... that he and we 
came into contact with along the way. Thank you for the tremendous work you do 
and the positive impact you have on so many young people!”

-Vantage Point Parent

•ADHD
•Anxiety
•Attatchment
•Aspergers

•Autism Spectrum Disorder Level 1
•Depression
•Electronic/Technology Abuse
•Emotional Regulation

•Executive Functioning
•Learning Differences
•Low Motivation
•Narrow Interests

•Rigid Thinking
•School Refusal
•Sensory Issues
•Social Skil ls Differences



Jason is an experienced mental health clinician of 15 years and founding partner and Executive Director of Techie 

for Life. Previously, his experience includes work in group homes for very difficult boys. He was also a Juvenile 

Probation Officer. Later he worked as a licensed therapist and Clinical Director at Kolob Canyon RTC. His expertise 

includes parenting difficult adolescents in addition to transitioning young adults. Most significantly, he and his wife 

were foster and adoptive parents of special needs boys. Both are transitioning slowly and progressing into adult 

life. As a result, Jason knows what neurodiverse young adults like those with Autism struggle with and need. For 

this reason, he understands what parents are going through. His passion is certainly for this specific work and 

focus.

JASON GRYGLA, LCMHC, MA

Cam is a passionate mentor. He has worked as a peer coach, mentor, tutor, and counselor in various capacities 

and currently works as the director of student development at Techie for Life. He graduates this spring with his 

master’s in clinical mental health counseling. He is married and has five children. Cam is a cyclist and general 

fitness nerd from Saint George, Utah.

CAM SHERMAN

Autism
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Proud Sponsor of the 2022 Autism Symposium

Introducing 
Our New Residential Campus

 

Space Available In Late May

The Cordell Campus

WWW.THEBLACKMOUNTAINACADEMY.COM                          ADMISSIONS: 

 

Black Mountain Academy is a nurturing, therapeutic boarding school 
supporting boys in grade 9th - 12th, diagnosed with level 1 autism, Social 

(Pragmatic) Communication Disorder or who may present with other social and 
executive functioning challenges. 

 
Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina, just outside of Asheville, 
Black Mountain Academy provides tailored academic and therapeutic support 

to meet each student's complex needs. Our students often experience difficulty 
navigating social relationships, regulating their emotions, and finding success 

within a traditional school setting. Our goal is to create an environment in 
which each student can develop the practical skills and self-efficacy necessary 

to thrive across their life span. 
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www.theautismsymposium.com


